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The President | 7,47 '082' -

The White House
Washiangton, D. C. 20500

Dear Mr, President:

The purpose of this lettar is to bring your attention to an
apparent conflict between your policles and the practices of
one of your agencies,

Specifically, 1t is regarding EPA Office of Toxic Substances'
proposed regulations for handling and disposal of polychlorinatad
biphenyls (PC3a) published in tha Fedaral Raegistar on May 24,
1977. Attached is a copy of the comments we submitted.

We are concerned that these proposed regulations directly contra-
dict your commitment to clear and concise faderal regulations and
wanted to bring this to your attsntion.

As cur response to EPA indicates, Seattle City Light has been

very concerned with the problem of PC3a and developed careful
procedures for handling and disposal of this toxic substance

vhen information regarding the extremely adverse effacts of PC3s

in the enviromment became widely kaown. We believe EPA's proposed
regulations to be unnecessarily complex and confusing and that they
will likely inhibit proper action.

As you have publicly stated regulaticns must be zimplifiad but not

in turn weakened if we are to maximize thalr effactiveness. Imple-
mentation is the key and atandardizing the required dates for
labeling of PCB-fillad equipment is an example of possible ways to
aimplify the proposed regulations., We strongly urge your Administra-
tion to explore all possible methods to develop simple and effective
controls.

Of equal concern is locating an envirommentally acceptable alterna-
tive (non-PCB) fluid. Prasently, an acceptable alterrative has been
identified for power transformers but thers i3 some question as to a
suitabls non~PCB fluid for capacitors. Of utmost importance is pre-
venting the introduction of a substitute compound into the environ-
ment which may be equally dangercus. Proper analysis prior to
introduction is therefore essential., However, my staff has discussed
thia with the EPA 0ffice of Toxic Substances (Washington, D, C.) which
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was hesitant to make any commitment to analyzing the proposed
alternative fluids. EPA indicated that it would be at least
December, 1977, (if at all) befora their office examined this
problen.

All of the PCBs still in service in the U. S. (with limited
exceptions) are in electrical transformers and capacitors, and
removing them from the system will require availability of a
substitute fluid. We believe EPA should give high priority to
analyzing the alternatives and making a recommendation to the
utility indumstry. This would decrease the risk of iantroducing a
fluid that may damage our enviromment further and would bemefit
our Nation as a whole.

Wa feel this is an excellent opportunity for your Administration
to implement your commitment to clear and concise federal regula-
tions and hope you will alter the proposed rules accordingly.

In addition, we would hope you would be concerned along with us
regarding prevention of a similar problem and would urge EPA
Office of Toxic Subatances to undertake an environmental analysis
of the proposed non-PCB fluids for power capacitors immediately.

We in the industry appraciates your umitiyities to the impact of
Pederal Regulations on our operations. We wish your Administration
the best of luck in your efforts.

Sincearely yours,

(Sgd.) Gordon Vickery

Gordon Vickary

Superintendent cc: Vickery

. Recchi
MLO:ct , Sheehan File
Attachment Coe
Walker
‘ec: Charles Warrem, Council on Enviroumental Quality Hunich
Douglas M. Costle, EPA Administrator Henault
Donald P. Dubois, EPA Region X Administrator g genl
eha
Mandapat
bc: Mr. Dennis Stefani, EPA Region X Office of Toxic Substances
Mr. Jim Everts, EPA Region X Office of Toxic Substances
Mr. George Wirth, EPA, Office of Toxic Substances
Ms. Joni T. Repasch, EPA, Office of Toxic Substances
Ms. Marion Edy, Council on Environmental Quality .
CTY0069554

SEA315967



	SEA315966
	SEA315967

